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Texas DOT Safety Rest Area Program

ranspaortation officials in

Texas have launched a

unique effort to ensure driver
safety while promoting tourism and
civic pride throughout the state, The
Texas Department of Transportation’s
{TxDOT) Safety Rest Area Program
is creating the ultimate context sensi-
tive solution for rest stops along the

state’s highways.

Going far beyond the traditional rest-
rooms and parking fadlites,
TxDOT’s Safety Rest Areas boast
amenities more like a park or
museum. FEach rest area is designed
to fit into its region with atractive
struchures, regional themes, exhibits,
and information, educating travelers
as well as providing a sense of pride

to communities.

According to TxDOT its new gener-
ation of safety rest area facilities were
designed to blend with the natural

beauty of the diverse Texas landscape.
In addition to incorporating regional
character, wherever possible the fagfl-

exhibits, are a part of the

Of encoura_ging rave lers

regional flaye oughlarchitectural
etcs, P['Otectllon O natural
resources, and promotoh of environ-
mental sensitivities such Ys rainwater
harvesting. Exhibits at eadh rest area
provide safe travel tips and\maps, and
they interpret the history, ci\ture,
and the nﬂ.tl_lrﬂ_l enViI'Dnmeﬂt f the
surrounding areas. As an added
amenity, the faclides offer free

less Internet access.

Regiondl Themes
Emphasized

At the new Donley County Safety
Rest Area on U.S, 287, for example,
the railroad design theme reflects
nearby Hedleys historic role as a
“railroad hamlet”™ where cattle were
loaded onto rail cars for transporta-
tion to distant markets. Interpretive

The design of the Donley County Safety Rest Area on L5 287 reflects
a nearby town’s historic role as a “railroad hamlet”

Displays in the rest area lobby help interpret Donley County's local
hieritage,
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display kiosks provide visitors with a
history lesson on the region, while
the wireless Internet access lets travel-
ers check their e-mail or browse the
state’s “Tex Treks™ informadon web-
site to view maps, events, and atirac-
tions. And playground facilities offer
a needed respite to raveling children

and their parents.

The new Hardeman County facility
offers similar amenities and is
designed to reflect the farming and
ranching Culture Of nOI‘thern Texas,
while further south the Medina
County fadlity incorporates water
conservation features and emphasizes
preservation of the Cypress groves
along nearby streams.

Location,

Funetionality

Are Key
Funded primarily through the federal

Transportati on Enhancements pro-
gram, 21 new context sensitive facili-
ties have been cc:-mpleted so far under

the program with plans for 56 more.

Each facility varies in size and capac-
ity based on average daily traffic data
and future projections. Facilities were
conveniently placed at approximately
an hour’s interval of highway travel-
ing distance from each other to pro-

vide drivers needed breaks from

continuous driving,

Separation of passenger car parking
from truck parking areas at the new
fadilities reduces waffic accidents and
preserves views of the surrounding
natural landscapes, Facilides located
in tornado-prone and coastal areas
incorporate tornado/hurricane shel-
ters El.rld erﬂe]f‘gerlc}I pOWeI connec-
tions that can serve as safe shelters for
t]?avelers or as emergency cO mma.nd

centers fDI govemment DH:iCiﬂ.lS.

Collaborative Design

TxDOTs in-house team of architects
and designers developed the concepts
for the rest areas in consultation with
TxDOT district offices and local
communities, Public input helped
designers understand the history, cul-
ture, architecture, natural fearures,

and resources Df the lOCELl areas.

Other agencies also partnered with
TxDOT. The state Energy Conserva-
tion Office helped provide wind wur-
bine generators at two safety rest
areas located in windy portions of
the state. Texas Parks and Wil dlife
provided ideas and graphics for
exhibits on natural features and habi-
tats, And reviews by the Texas His-
torical Commission have helped
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project planners develop site plans
that are relevant to the era that they
Tepresent.

In addition, TxDOT collaborated
with local mayors, chambers of com-
merce, county officials, sheriffs, and
other community members. As proj-
ects were planned and designed,
TxDOT used a variety of tools to
communicate with the public,
including display boards and presen-
tations with photos, architectural
renderings, descriptive narratives,
comp uter-aided-drafting {CAD)
three-dimensional modeling and vir-

tual tours.

The Medina County Safety Rest Area is built in the locl
Alsatian style.

State-of the-art plarground fadlities pravide a needed respite
for traveling parents and thair restless childran.
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The design tearn also has developed an
esctensive web site that illustrates the

program (http:/Awww.dot.state. tr.us/
mnt/sra/default.htm).

Connecting with
Communities

When each new rest area is launched,
it is introduced as the “front door”
for the communities. By all accounts,
the facilities have been a big hit, not
only with visitors, but also with local
residents.

Promotion of each region’s unique
features has helped invoke a sense of

civic pride for those who live nearby.

The facilities often are seen as more

of a community center, where local

resident\have hosted weddings, fam-
ily reunioNg, and other functions.
One facility\recently hosted an Easter
egg hunt, Whl . anOtl]er hOSted gﬂ.th'
erings of the Ro\ite 66 Antique Car
Club. Children frdm nearby commu-
nities often can be sd¢n enjoying the
Pla.yground equipmen at the new
facilities.

The facilities also help to prom¥yge
environment-ﬁiendly values, such™
preserving and protecting native trees
and habitats. Informaton on the
local flora and fauna depicted in rest
area Cl.iSPla_YS helPS to ed.uca.te t]:a.Vel'
ers as well as local residents.

TxDOT approach also has been a
source of inspiratio-n to other states.

In QOctober 2004, TxDOT hosted
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the 3rd Bi-Annual National Safety
Rest Area Conference. This event,
sponsored by AASHTOs Subcom-
mittee on Maintenance, Roadside
and Environment Task Force,
allowed transportation officials from
many states to learn issues regarding
rest area pIOgramS, includ_ing context
sensitive design, green building solu-
tions, and crime prevention through
environmental design.

Contact

Andrew Keith
Manager, TXDOT Safety Rest Arca

Program

AKEITH®dot state. tx.us

The ederior design and 1Mo displays at the Hardeman
County Safety Rest Area follotNan agranan theme, reflecting
the farming and ranching culturNgf northern Texas,

Interpretive displays of cottan farmingNghich has been the
Iivelihood of local communities, provide Wgitors ta the Hale
County Safety Rest Areas a loolc back in tiNg. (Al photos

courtesy of TD0T)

TxDOT’s context sensitive d'sign
approach gives each rest area facility a
unique identity with safe, comfortable,
convenient, and informadve features dhat
are im-'iting to travelers. The network of
facilities encourages drivers to make regular
stops and to rest during extended road
trips, and local citizens take pride in these
state facilities that represent their towns.

—Texas Department of Transportation

View : from the CSS

Camp etition Panel

TxDOT avoided the “cookie cutter”
approach to rest areas and developed
impressive designs that fit into and pro-
mote the context of each region. For exam-
ple; Donley County’s approach, which
used children to help research the history
of the area and develop a railroad hamlet
theme, helped to develop a safety facility
that is considered a destination as well as a
source of cvic pride. This is an excellent
e}:ample of CSS that goes be}-*ond tradi-

tional highway applications.
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